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ducted by barter, the merchants generally ex-
changing tobacco and other goods for the articles
they want to purchase.

I visited to-day an English school for native
girls (21 in number) the expense of which is de-
frayed by the Government. These children were
not all black, for there were a few very pretty
Mulattoes amongst them. A custom that must
appear strange and immoral to my own country-
men, but which is not held so at Cape Coast, pre-
vails, in reference to these girls, when their educa-
tion has been completed. Although none of them
are regularly affianced, some of them are taken
from the school into the household of resident
English gentlemen, where they perform all the
domestic duties in an anomalous capacity, com-
bining all the responsibilities of the married state,
without its legal bond. A previous engagement,
and clear understanding is entered into with the
parents of the girls, to the mutual satisfaction o^
all parties, and their offspring is afterwards pro-
vided for according to circumstances. These
young women usually receive the elements of a
good education, and constitute the only female
society which an Englishman can enjoy here, as
the climate is so debilitating to English ladies that
they cannot reside in the place for any length of
time. This, indeed, is the only excuse that can be
offered for a custom, which it must be granted
does not admit of an apology beyond the mere